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The oldest literary work of the English literature is Beowulf, an old English poem about
historical events in Denmark in the first half of the 6th century.(The hero Beowulf killed the

monster Grendel. He became a king and ruled for 50 years. Then he fought with another
monster and died.

The amazing author of the Middle Ages is Geoffrey Chaucer, with his Canterbury Tales.

William Shakespeare (1564-1616 Stradford)

» The greatest dramatist of England. He lived and worked in the 16th century in the
period
of the Renaissance

* In 1594 he became in important member of Lord Chamberlain’s Men.This company
had built their own theatre called the Globe. Many of Shakespeare’s greatest plays
were acted there. He performed for Elizabeth | and James |

* He wrote 37 plays and 154 sonnets

» The most famous are Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet and Othello. All of these are
tragedies, mainly about love. He wrote comedies too. For example A Midsummer
Night's Dream, Much Ado About Nothing and The Taming of the Shrew

Other significant english dramatists were Oscar Wilde (The Importance of being Earnest) or
George Bernard Shaw (Pygmalion)
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There are many famous name among English novelist

» Daniel Deroe who wrote Robinson Crusoe, Jonathan Swift and his Gillver’s Travels
* Sir Walter Scott famous for his historical novels such as Ilvanhoe and Waverley
e The Bronte sisters with their romantic and thrilling stories or novels - Jane

Eyre,Wuthering Heights
e Charles Dickens, whose books were made into films - Oliver Twist, David

Copperfield

English literature is known for excellent detective stories - Agatha Christie

The angry young men- between 1950 and 1960, group of authors who criticized snobs and
people in power,they brake the rules,they can be compared to American beat
generation,George Orwell, John Osborne and John Wain

J.R.R. Tolkien - knowledge of celtic myths, phantasy worlds -> The Lord of the Rings
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